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The neighborhoods of Billings South
Side represent a cross-section of
American architectural styles that trace
the history of our community from its
earliest days through to the present.
South Side commercia structures and
residences embody the progression of
western architecture through the last 125
years from the frontier town False Fronts
and elaborately detailed Queen Annes of
the late 19th Century to the simple
designs of Post-WWI1 cottages and early
ranch-style houses. The architecture of
Billings South Side aso reflects the
heritage of our community.

The buildings in which we live and work, study and worship, are tangible markers of our past.
Recognizing this relationship not only fosters an appreciation for the beauty of historic designs and
detailing but also acknowledges the contributions of the South Side community to our city’s history.
Preserving these historic buildings keeps us rooted in our heritage while maintaining their legacy
for future generations.
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After Billings was founded in 1882, the central business district flourished in a
concentrated area around the railroad depot and the Headquarters Hotel, located next to
the tracks at 28" Street.
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Shops, banks, hotels and saloons lined Minnesota Avenue south of the tracks and
Montana Avenue to the north.
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South Side businesses, like the Yegen Brothers general store on Minnesota Avenue,
prospered until the turn of the century. After the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
rallroad came into Billings in the mid-1890s, Billings commercial center shifted
northward. Another blow to businesses south of the tracks was the construction of a new
depot four blocks to the east along Montana Avenue in 1909.
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Before 1900, most of the homes in Billings were on the South Side.
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The neighborhoods of the South Side are a blending of the elaborate houses of Billings
more prominent figures alongside the modest homes of laborers and early businessmen.
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The commercial buildings on the South Side are typically one or two stories tall. Most of them are
brick, built between 1880 and 1920 to replace earlier wooden framed structures that were lost to fire.
Those lining Minnesota Avenue range from the basic brick storefronts of the Western Commercia
style to the more ornamental designs of the Commercial Italianate style. There are also examples of
the False Front Revival style scattered throughout the neighborhoods of the South Side.
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2702 Minnesota Avenue

Style popular in frontier towns during the late 19"
Century

Commercia building with front gable or flat roof

Facade with parapet rising well above the roofline to
give the appearance of alarger building

Wood frame, brick or block construction

Large display windows



Revival of False Front style,
coinciding with therisein
popularity of dude ranching in the
1930s and 1940s

Buildings with false front fagades,
sprinkled throughout the South
Side neighborhoods, ook quite old
but really are more recent in
construction

3 Monroe

301 South 26th Street
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106 Adams

3315 4th Avenue South



Oneto three-story brick or block building
Tall and rectangular shape

Flat roof with ssmple cornice or parapet of varying
styles, including balustrades and pediments

Popular storefront style for decades
If more than one story, storefront on main floor with
apartments above, usually accessed through a separate

entrance

Large windows, often with transoms, flanked centered
door in storefront

One-over-one, double-hung, sash windows on upper
floors
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2510 2nd Avenue South

2716-2718 Minnesota Avenue



Symmetrical structure with vertical
emphasis

Flat roof with aboldly bracketed cornice
Brick facades with cast-iron storefronts

2704 Minnesota Avenue ) ) )
Beam or cast-iron molding visually

separating storefront from upper floors
Corner pilasters are common
Elaborate mass-produced ornamentation

L arge double-hung sash windows, often
In sets

2624 Minnesota Avenue
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Maverick Fire House
201 South 30" Street
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Two-story rectangular plan with
horizontal emphasis

Low-pitched or flat roof with
widely overhanging eave

Contrasting wall materials or trim
to emphasize second story

Rows of casement windows
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Brick structure of oneto five stories

Flat roofline with moderately projecting
cornice

Windows are usually stacked in columns
Facades are flush with little ornamentation

other than the contrasting color of window
frames, sillsand lintels
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1 South Broadway



The South Side neighborhoods of Billings represent a variety of late 19" and early 20" Century
architectural styles. The earliest homes date to the Victorian era and include the elaborate designs
and detailing of the Queen Anne style as well as the scaled-down vernacular styles of the time.
Architectural trends shifted toward simplicity of form and function around the turn of the century,
when four-sguares, bungalows and cottages became more popular. Homes built during the early
1900s aso reflected a renewed interest in historic architectural designs, ranging from Tudor and
Dutch Colonia influences to the Rustic Revival style. By the 1950s, early ranch-style homes
appeared at a steady rate in the newer neighborhoods of the South Side, particularly those to the west
of State Avenue. The diversity of architecture on the South Side, more than any other area of
Billings, embodies the historic, cultural and economic diversity of our community.
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Highly ornamental designs with asymmetrical floor plans

Wood framed structures of one to 2% stories

Steeply pitched hipped or gable roofs of irregular shape and
sometimes punctuated by dormers, towers or cupolas

Front fagcade often dominated by a cross gable or tower with
canted comers

Decorative wrap-around porch supported by milled columns,
balusters, and brackets

Irregular window placement often including bay windows,
double-hung sashes, and colored border lights

Exteriors clad with weatherboard and painted bright colors

Gables often decorated with wood shingles and elaborate
“gingerbread” trim

Decorative wood ornamentation along eaves and crest of roof as

well as on porches and around windows and doors
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47 Washington

224 South 32™ Street

208 South 35" Street
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One to two-story house with a side-gable wing
Roof with three gables
Most of wood frame construction
Shed-roofed porch was typically placed within the angle o
made by the two wings 302 South 31" Street
Often with ornamental trim or scrollwork and possibly
bay windows
408 South 34" Street
220 Monroe
206 South 33 Street
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3414 2™ Avenue South

328 South 29" Street

324 South 31% Street

1.5 to 2 stories with a steeply pitched four-gable plan;
ridgelines ook like a cross from above

Full, covered porch across fagade with turned posts and
railings, some have verandas

Brick or clapboard siding with contrasting gables
One-over-one, double-hung sash windows

Bay windows common

Interior brick chimney
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One to two-story house,
usually longer than wider

Gable roof faces the front

Front porch with shed or
gable roof

Most of wood frame
construction

Elongated double-hung
windows

Few decorative details

409 South 35" Street

3917 4™ Avenue South

2917 6" Avenue South
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223 South 39" Street

402 South 31% Street

212 South 33" Street



1.5 to 2-story rectangular
house, usually two rooms wide
and one or two rooms deep
Side-gable roof

Symmetrical plan with a central
entrance hall

Front porch with shed or gable
roof

Additions to back are common

Most of wood frame
construction

Elongated double-hung
windows

Few decorative details

3204 4" Avenue South

3707 4™ Avenue South

3903 2" Avenue South

44 Jackson

7 Monroe

407 South 29" Street



Modest size
Square in plan
Hipped or pyramidal roof
Front porch with hipped or shed roof 2515 2™ Avenue South
Centra chimney
Double-hung sash windows

2916 8" Avenue South

305 South 32™ Street
511 South 27" Street
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Two-story, square house

Hipped or pyramidal roof with or without
dormers

Symmetrical facade with covered front porch
supported by columns

Interior plan often featuring foyer and three
rooms on main floor with four rooms above
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820 South 31% Street

323 South 29" Street

120 South 35" Street

323 South 35" Street



Two to three-story rectangular house with symmetrical
plan

Hipped, gambrel or side-gable roof with dormers
Eaves decorated with modillion blocks or dentils
Door flanked by sidelights and topped with fanlight
Multi-pane, double-hung sash windows, often paired

Windows sometimes accented with splayed lintels and
shutters

Classical decorative elements, including pediments,
porticos, columns, fanlights and Palladian windows
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209 South 35" Street



1.5 to 2.5-story home with asymmetrical
design
Steeply pitched gable roof
Arched doorway set in steeply gabled
entrance and sometimes paired with small
arched window
Prominent exterior chimney 294 South 351 Street
Tall, narrow paired windows with multiple
panes
Walls often clad with smooth or textured
stucco, although sometimes brick, wooden
clapboard or shingles
Decorative half-timbering on gableendsis
common
123 South 35" Street
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1.5-story gable house with flared eaves at
front and sometimes back to form afull-
length porch

Most often associated with gambrel style
roof although some are gabled 202 South 31 Street

Shed dormers are common

Symmetrical fagade usually with three or
five bays and a central entryway

Large, double-hung sash windows

2901 6™ Avenue South
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308 South 29" Street

45 Jackson



Rectangular form with low profile

Low pitch or flat roof, often tiled in red
210 South 34" Street

Arched parapet or front gable

Walls finished with stucco

Balconies, towers or turrets

Prominent use of arches in doorway,
window and tower designs AA4 Riverside

Ironwork detailing, including window
grillsand railings

Carved wooden doors

120 Monroe
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Our Lady of Guadaupe Church
523 South 29" Street

Little Flower Catholic Church
209 South 35" Street



Oneto 1.5-story house with along, low design
emphasizing its horizontal profile

L ow-pitched gable or hipped roof

Wide overhanging eaves with exposed braces
and rafter ends

Large front porch, usually incorporated into
main roof and supported by columns

Structural elements, such as rafters and posts,
used as simple ornamentation

Open floor plan often trimmed in stained or
unpainted wood

Built-in cupboards and shelves
Double-hung sash windows

Catalogs sold popular designs as ready-to-build
house kits

807 South 35"

309 South 39" Street

819 South 35" Street
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215 South 35" Street

224 South 32" Street

216 South 36" Street



One-story rectangular log house,
resembling the rustic cabins commonly
associated with early settlement

Gable roof

Simple floor plan

Wood-framed additions common

Exterior embellishment limited to log
design and natural materials

Popular during dude ranching era

316 Orchard

16 Jefferson
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37 Jackson

104 Adams



218 South 35" Street

M odest-sized home that became especially popular after WWI|
1 to 1.5 story rectangular house

Gable roof

Little or no trim details and lapped siding

Simple entrances with open stoop

One-car garage either attached or set back from house

29



% & |

4

One-story rectangular house, usually set
lengthwise to the street

Low-pitched hipped or gable roof
Attached garage to elongate shape
Large front picture window

Open stoop replaced large front porch

Wide composite siding or brick

3015 9" Avenue South
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36 MacArthur

23 MacArthur

131 Monroe
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